Reaction Essays – 25pts. Each (100pts. Total)

You will write a single-spaced essay (2 pages maximum) that showcases the following:

1) Summarizes for someone outside of our class the basic plot/purpose of the reading. Assume your audience has not read the work, but wants to get a general idea of its purpose. Your opening paragraph should include a direct quote by a named source (w/ credential) about the importance of the person’s whose work you’re examining.

2) In the next 3-4 paragraphs, you should select specific scenes from the readings to react. It will be important to DIRECTLY QUOTE examples from the readings in each of these paragraphs and avoid the mistakes Stedman discusses.

3) At some point in your essay, you should show evidence of research that takes you beyond the boarders of the book itself. Again, directly quote and synthesize this outside material with your reading. 

4) Somewhere in your reaction, be sure to include some 
COMPARISONS/CONTRASTS between what you’re reading with your own personal experiences, occurrences in popular culture, and reference to history. If you’re able, you might also compare/contrast your findings in with “theoretical” sources like Rick Roderick.
 
5) Conclude your reaction to the work with some sort of EVALUATION of the work, especially in terms of what it reveals to you about the “Academic Novels” we are exploring. What is emblematic about the work?  What small detail speaks to its larger message? Why does the work matter or fall short of your expectations? 











[bookmark: _GoBack]PRINT OUT *~~~ A-C Range “General” Rubric ~~~* PRINT OUT

1) Your Name Here – PLEASE, NOT HANDWRITTEN  			      <NO PAGE #1 ON YOUR 1st PAGE> 
2)  Project Title (e.g., Not Your Original Title, but the Assignment Title) 				
3) Class Title – (e.g., “English 212, Participatory Cultures & Writing”)
4) Instructor’s Name – (e.g., “Dr. Geoffrey Carter”)
5) Date: (e.g., “September 15th, 2014”)
Center Your “Original” Title Here 

·       Your first page should: a) Use the FORMAT and SINGLE-SPACE the model above; b) Please BOLD & CENTER your Original Title as above; c) Your title should be DIFFERENT from the Project Title; d) Neatly staple or paperclip your work—please avoid make-shift folds and tears. (2pts)

·       SUGGESTED: a) SINGLE-SPACE Your Work & Leave ONE SPACE BETWEEN EACH PARAGRAPH; b) ITALICIZE sub-heading & develop a MINIMUM of 3 PARAGRAPHS per section; c) Make the main goal(s) of your project clear by the 2nd paragraph. (3pts)
 
·       Your project should have enough evidence to bolster its main claims, especially with regards to the use of outside sources. Generally: You should strive to reference outside material in every paragraph. Use DIRECT QUOTES Throughout Your Work. Review Kyle Stedman’s “Annoying Ways People Use Sources” Essay. (5pts)
 
·       Quotations are integrated correctly and effectively. Use FULL NAME & CREDENTIALS of a person cited the first time he/she is mentioned. USE LAST NAMES, not first names, thereafter. A Separate Works Cited Page—usually MLA—is required (for on-line sources too.) (5pts)

·       Your Purpose and Terminology should be accessible to someone outside of our class. Rule of Thumb: Avoid Talking about Writing Your Paper Within Your Paper and Avoid References to me (i.e., “Dr. Carter”) or to the Class Itself. “Don’t Look at the Camera.” (3pts.)
 
·       Appropriate margins, font choices, headers, and other VISUAL CUES are handled effectively. IMPORTANT: Avoid Large & Centered Images. Instead, wrap text around small images that aligned on either the left or right margin. Also: Avoid “Super Long” and “Super Short” Paragraphs (4pts.) 
 
·       Make the relationship between the assignment and your PERSONAL EXPERIENCE clear.
Customize Your References to Pop Culture, History, and Future Personal Aspirations (3pts.)  
                 (25 pts.)
                                                   
*~~~ B Range “Fine Tuning” Rubric ~~~*    

For “A” Range Consideration: Endeavor to Use Sub-Headers to Guide Your Work with “Original” Mini-Titles. (Try to AVOID Direct Reference to Assignment Sheet Itself.) 

Try to Use Your Own Words to Start & End Paragraphs, Rather than Direct Quotations. 

BIG Things like Books Titles, Movie Titles, TV Titles Get Italicized (Not Underlined) ***
“smaller things” like “Journal Article Titles,” “Songs Titles,” and “Poem Titles” Go in Quotes.

Check Your Use of Commas, Semi-Colons, & Quotes. (Remember Our Review of Grammar Conventions)

Avoid Simply Summarizing Others. Strive to Compare/Contrast the People/Ideas You Cite.

PLEASE AVOID MANUALLY ADJUSTING MARGINS TO INCREASE YOUR PAGE COUNT. PAGE COUNT IS NOT AS VALUED AS YOUR OVERALL DOCUMENT DESIGN. MOST IMPORTANT: MAKE YOUR EFFORT LOOK PROFESSIONAL!  
